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Cover: Cozy, carbon-free energy stands up to Old Man Winter,  

thanks to a tight building envelope, deep insulation, solar  

power, and a Net Zero Grant from CORE.



SMART ENERGY = LESS CARBON = MORE LIVING.  

In good health, 

Mona Newton
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

As long as there is carbon in the air, CORE will 

have work to do.

Everyday our team is hard at work stemming 

climate change by offering programs with a 

singular goal: to reduce carbon emissions.  

Our focus is primarily on buildings — the 

largest contributor of greenhouse gases in 

our valley — while keeping your comfort and 

safety in mind. 

Together we’re making progress. In 2019, 

500 of you took action in your spaces, getting 

on the Path to Zero by transforming existing 

buildings into energy superstars. You’ve signed 

up for energy assessments, installed solar-

electric systems, and switched to electric 

cars, among many steps. Others are building 

new net-zero homes, bringing neighborhoods 

into a carbon-free future we can all enjoy.

 

We’re also working with partners supporting 

game-changing tech on a larger scale, like 

a greener grid and large renewable energy 

projects.  In the not too distant future, I hope to 

bicycle along the Rio Grande by the new 5 MW 

solar project, which CORE and others worked 

hard for approval. I’ll sleep easier knowing 

that we have more clean electrons powering 

our buses, cars, homes and businesses.

In the year ahead we are committed to help 

reach the emissions reductions needed by 

2030, and more than ever to diversify how 

we engage with you.  My hope is to inspire 

everyone and to make it possible for anyone to 

participate in the collective action we need for 

our shared health and environment.

As Helen Keller said: “Alone we can do so 

little; together we can do so much.” 

This page:  Building their own 1,200-sf dream green home in  

Aspen’s Smuggler Park, Desi and Sam Barney prove that net zero  

can be affordable, with a little elbow grease and smart design.  

“Working with CORE helped us get on the path to carbon-free living!”
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Impact  
at a glance

LETTER 
FROM THE 
DIRECTOR

Customers Served 6,438 To date

Annual Carbon Savings 27,662 To date

Annual Utility Bill Savings $3,879,233 To date

Home Energy Assessments 275 2019

Energy Projects 163 2019

Business Site Visits 13 2019

Facility Retrofits 61 2019

YEAR IN REVIEW



SMART    
ENERGY.

Aspen Skiing Company’s in-house snow and energy experts in the heart of the 

snowmaking beast — the primary pump house — on Snowmass Mountain.  

“With climate change, expanded snowmaking is going to happen one way or another for 

us to remain viable [as a business],” said Ryland French, Aspen Skiing Company Energy 

Manager (second from right). “Then let’s stay as efficient as possible. It’s about smart 

growth. CORE helps us do that.”

As snow enthusiasts, one of our favorite projects of 
the year was a profile of Aspen Skiing Company’s 
snowmaking team at Snowmass. 

More than any other crew in the Roaring Fork Valley, 
they are tasked with delivering the snow that fuels the 
community, and doing so on a deadline. So it might 
come as a surprise to learn that their #1 priority is to 
use less electricity — and still deliver more snow.
With energy advising and a custom rebate from CORE, 
they’re making it happen. 

Read more at aspencore.org/snow 

Project
Total Cost: $223,000  |  CORE Grant: $10,000

PC: Michele Cardamone

commercial spotlight: conscious snowmaking

Using less energy and using it wisely means we 
can reduce fossil fuels and cut carbon emissions.

SAVINGS EACH YEAR

Carbon 170 MtC02e

Utility Bills $12,124
Energy 827 MBtu
Free Energy Advising
Custom Rebate

 37 cars off the road
   20 homes powered

ENERGY EQUIVALENTS EACH YEAR



LESS 
CARBON.

Eden Vardy is on a green mission, not just to reduce carbon, but to 

reverse it. “We want to revolutionize our food system and shift how 

we relate to food,” says the trailblazer. “It may be one of our most 

impactful ways to turn around climate change.”

One of our biggest innovation stories of  
2019 explored this provocative question:  
Can carbon be put back into the ground? 

Thanks in part to a grant from CORE, Eden Vardy, 
Executive Director for the Farm Collaborative, 
and his team set out to do just that with carbon 
farming. These regenerative agriculture pioneers 
are preparing the planet for the future, with 
innovations like alley cropping and green building 
that can be replicated on the land, at home and 
at work.

Read more at aspencore.org/farm 

Let your building take care of you —  
and the environment. By powering 
efficiently and renewably, smart energy  
is an across-the-board win.

Project Details
Capital Campaign: $5,585,000  |  CORE Grant: $30,000

PC: Michele Cardamone

nonprofit spotlight: regenerative agriculture

SAVINGS EACH YEAR

Carbon 66 MtC02e

Utility Bills $9,406
Energy 321 MBtu
Free Energy Advising
TRUE Grant

 14 cars off the road
   7 homes powered

ENERGY EQUIVALENTS EACH YEAR



MORE 
LIVING.

“I went through the process as a customer and it penciled out for me, 

thanks to incentives and a RENU loan,” said CORE’s Program Director, 

Marty Treadway (at right). “I’m the perfect example of someone who 

wanted to do more than their means could allow. Now I want to share that 

and help the CORE community plug into these strategies and savings.” 

2019 was the year that laid the groundwork 
for our Path to Zero program, empowering the 
community to create spaces that generate more 
energy than they use.

That meant demonstrating what retrofitting a 
building to net-zero energy really entails. Our own 
Marty Treadway led the way in the energy remodel 
of a 1968 house in Carbondale. After taking care 
of his family’s home, it’s now taking care of them, 
paying big-time financial and lifestyle dividends.

Read more at aspencore.org/living

Project
Total Cost: $90,000  |  Total Incentives: $10,500

PC: Daniel Bayer

residential spotlight: net-zero retrofit

Smart energy makes better buildings. And better 
buildings make for better living. Healthier. Cozier. 
Safer. More affordable to operate. More time for you.

SAVINGS EACH YEAR

Carbon 19 MtC02e

Utility Bills $1,813
Energy 128 MBtu
Net-zero Grant
Solar Rebates

 4 cars off the road
   3 homes powered

ENERGY EQUIVALENTS EACH YEAR
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  REMP: $1,910,000
  Restricted Revenues (TRUE Grants): $750,000
  Grants & Sponsorships: $26,811  
  Membership: $100,000 
  Contracted Services: $74,017 
  Other: $7,777 

TOTAL: $2,868,605

Revenue

2019 COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
Anderson Ranch Arts Center
The Arts Center at Willits
Aspen Center for Environmental Studies
Aspen Center for Physics
Aspen Daily News
Aspen Global Change Institute
Aspen Public Radio
Aspen Skiing Company  
    Environment Foundation
The Aspen Times
Basalt Bike & Ski
Capitol Creek Brewery
Colorado Audio Visual & Design 
KDNK Community Radio
Marble Distilling Co
Snowmass Arts Advisory Board
Writ Large

FUNDING PARTNERS 

MEMBERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tom Goode: Town of Snowmass Village
Ward Hauenstein: City of Aspen
Cindy Houben: Pitkin County 
David Munk: Holy Cross Energy
George Newman: Pitkin County, Chair
Mona Newton: CORE, Secretary
Ashley Perl: City of Aspen
Katie Schwoerer: ACES, Treasurer
Bill Stirling: Citizen Representative 

  Administration: $181,925   
  Program Expenses: $791,753   
  Community, Green Design & Income Qualified: $104,881 
  Technical Services: $132,436  
  Rebates: $447,360  
  Restricted Expenditures (TRUE Grants): $ 363,029

TOTAL: $2,021,383

Expenses
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Financials

Community members step up for climate 

action at the 2019 Roaring Stories, an annual 

live story series at Rock Bottom Ranch, in 

partnership with ACES, Writ Large and KDNK. 

PC: Daniel Bayer

2019 GRANT RECIPIENTS
1201 CO Ave Holdings, LLC
Aspen Center for Environmental Studies
The Arts Campus at Willits
Aspen Pitkin Employee Housing, Inc
Aspen Skiing Company
Barney residence
Biospaces, Inc
Burlingame Housing Inc
Carbondale Arts
Central Rocky Mountain  
    Permaculture Institute
Cherney residence
Colorado Rocky Mountain School 
Custom Works
Danneker residence 
The Farm Collaborative
Garfield County Senior Housing Corp
Habitat For Humanity – RFV
Holy Cross Energy
McCabe Properties LLC
mountainFLOW eco-wax

Pitkin County
The Product Launch Company
Resource Engineering Group
Solar Rollers
Suplizio residence
Sustainable Settings
Third Street Center
Town of Snowmass Village
Treadway residence
Winfield Arms HOA

As a non-profit 501(c) 3, CORE recognizes the 2020 City of Aspen and Pitkin County grants when awarded in 2019. $1.4 million of these grant funds are committed for 2020 to support community and 
individual energy efficiency projects in the Roaring Fork Valley. 


